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e Sahel 15 bocated Petween the Sahara Desert to the North and grasslands o
thee Southe It iz & barsh vt beaotiful land of scattensd acacia trees, the div and
dushy harmatian wind, nomads and camels

45 part of my b as a putntion education volonteer, [ would make home visits o
those women who had attendied my well or malnourisbsed balw climic. 1 did this
i day; 1t always held the promise of reliel from

il sumdsetl, my lavvorete b

the heat and light of the Sahe]
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Tuareg pendant design, Tabuouwa, Niger.
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{leff Conglirnre, Pounce Cargea/Sterra Lo, 19S1-52; PC/Central Vfrican Repmaliic 1982-84.)
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seiling 1= all abowt !L'iu!ll.ll'l':~|1l|.h. In order o brosvse, visu imust fost
become someone’s “customer” Have a seat, relax, plan o spend 3
minules, o even longers

Ask aboni candle -.Irlp and Block wax prints, about batiks, traditional
“*"'-I"r'l‘_-'. and embrosdery. (Frectown hand-<dved cloths are spoectacular ) If she hasn't got whal vou want, she'll
gt ik from o neighbor ;

N
17

Bargaiing is adversarial. but not really. Smile, enjoy the process, tll jokes, <181 Py Hisd powch | wenn't b able
to eat rice tonight!™ “"Don’t worry, P cook rice for you, but if [ accept e litde 1T o ot ol business!™
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Whether or not vow bay, part as friends
— Fieff Cracterang
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e Breared Vendor, Pasay, Snicyl. '
(il zabeth Bemeidicd, Pevee CorpaSemepal, 19995971 )
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The bread vendor reading the Koran embodies the ancient and modern strands of
Senegalese life.
The Koran, the socred test of Islam, permeates Senegalese culture as a source of wisdom,

nspirabion and religious doctrine. More than ninety percent of the population are Muslim,

-
The baguette, or while French bread, came to Senegal with French colonialism. [t is

f considered a staple of the diet or a luxury, depending on a family’s income. French

="‘ A remmains the official language of business, government and instruction throughout

£ N .Lr‘ A m’& h  Seocgal

— Nz dly Beanedlec i
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Thee Village Cotieter. Pineosajiviat aiff Jrorer, ak 9300 feet; sontl-contrnl Eonmlir,
(K Coffeen, Peage Corps/Ecsuntier, 1963-65.

b

et extremeldy lucky o be assigned 1o Jima. In all the world there is no place like it
And thowgh it was quiet and isolated, the village leaders had a vision for the futore:
Jimix wias 1o be a gateway, opening 1o v irgin fertile valleys scenoss the mouniains. |was

o bl sedect thee best route for the new road, and halp the peaple buikd it

| feared our beam would nal come close o rllllﬁhllh thi= |'lI|.|||_~|,“'I in 2 yvimars, But they
todd me that, for years, they had felt rl.'lr.|;|.'l|h'n by the world, Chur mere coming hag
changed that: “We are thankful that the Paace Lorps will enadde 'our government to
‘ provide us with moal help that s mot just an empty promise with no acthon”

== Kews Cinffaen
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Lk meier Codomoie Bewidin. 599N

(ke AleChupstion, Prare Corps l']uh, priies, 19717

Uy this sun-drenched MRTINE, ki I|-||:i|.||.lr"_ it |||.1_,.:|.' medl far from Colonod, childnn
paddle by in tiny dugout capoes, lishing smiles. while women, clad i brilliant
ik |.-|.1.1!|.' colors, deftly maneisver ther sailibog s |||.r-.|:|;|_rlll| A |.}|_1-!.'|1|1|I1 af housess
o stilts,

MNo motors prerce the quiet, no one speaks, yet there ane infinite sounds: a baby
crving. a seabird calling. a sail spapping in the wind. Can everyvihing be as it
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furih bt sar Pokhiara, Nepal, (Dvcenilier T978.
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Cenghis Khas'a Brdy
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Msdsammner Mights Eve

Independence Day

Faire (lelgium 1560

Elelail Frinm weven cap, Mepal,

Mepali Witches and Rude Anthropologists

sharmanism, TN vears old, is a direct engagement with the
powers of Earth, Sky; and the Dreamtime. Shamanism flournishes
in Mepal, interwoven with Hinduism and Buddhism

While | was in Nepal, a gaggle of anthropologists decided 1o
crash the anmeal witches® convenbion oubside Kathmandu. This
wits rude, bBvause the scholars had no shadow of aninvitation,
yet they trooped in with movie cameras, tape recorders, anid an
egoeentric attiude

The witches mutiensd al this brash distrction

They formed a circle, made their music, and performed thetr
isoteric spintusl operabions. The anthropologisis, custered al
thee n|;.;1: were el of plummy sell-congratulation at having
seized such a unigque opportunity: witches in conclave!

This satisfaction was ill-Hounded. The witches wene summoning
thancer and stoom. A lowening but very localioed thondercond
formed, and dumpesd o buge gout of rain and hailstomes dinectly
on the anthropologists, They wene flushed down the trail like
Wi L!ll.lp;-'- totally spaked, notis in pulp, comeras riined
Routed and miserable, they adpourmed o the Yak and Yeti bar
fior warm drinks

e witches, quite dry, thien resumed their real business

~Bwek Trageieky
Mg 17 (196871}
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Little brother, have you ever seen an elephant?
Elephants have a large body and are heavy,

A long long nose
That is called trunk

He has fangs under his trunk:
They are called tusks.

He has ears . ..

And a loooong tail!

—Thai chilibren's doug ftrmislatiod by Samey Kobs)
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Woven desipn represenbing “Ina sai™ offering tray used for cerempsies, Thailand,
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emnbirs of i Fofafe Corprerntier. Near P, Perm, 7991 .
(Mike MeQuestion, Peace Corgea/ Pleiligiunes, 1993-77.0
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Umne man kept track of the inventory. Another ensured there was water in the ditches below the
storage racks. The third held the key to the lock. Each month these vital tasks wene passed on to
others; each member had his job in this cooperative seed potato bank on the windswept shoms of
Liake lificaca

by selecting and saving the more robust tubers, and exchanging them among themselves at

plantng time, these tough aligiemme armers had seen their yvields double in only three years, The
chemistry of plant genetics was a foreign language, but the pride these men took in their collective

SUCOEss wias unmistakabd

ke W LArees i
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Cltild of the Tin Miners. Owra, Bolivie, 1991,
iMike McQuestion, Peace Corps/Pleilippings, 1974-7700

SUNDAY

| *Autumnal Equinox
23 Sept, 00:22 UT
(=22 Sept, 7:22 pm
Central DST)

*+ MONDAY

RPCVs of WI/Madison
PO Box 1012
Madison WI 53701

From La Paz it's only three hours by bus to Oruro. Here on the hagh altiplion it fneezes
about 250 nights of the year, The population is sparse, the vistas immense. Time dilates.
The eye plays tricks. What are those mysterious shapes moving in the distance—llamas
or sheep? We hurtle along the thin ribbon of o road until, at last, we enter the dusty city of
O,

Mine shaits perforate the rocky hills that ring the city. The mines paid out long ago, but,
strolling around this ornate plaza. one can still find traces of I‘l"lﬂi;"ltL‘L_’nFi‘l century grace and
high culture—testimony to the tin mining heyvdays: The sun is blinding as | rmﬁmd a
corner, tiearly stumbling info this wail, and my heart is caplured for the hundredth fime.

¢ TUESDAY

HELP US, for future CALENDARS.

Please send us slides (duplicates only); good stories
or other text; corrections or additions to holidays;
general suggestions. (Photos are picked in early Feb.)

¢ WEDNESDAY ¢ THURSDAY +

1

O Full Moon
2:330T

— Mk McQuidstlon

FRIDAY ¢ SATURDAY

St. Marinus/San Marino

6

7

8 9

10 11

Children’s Day
Labor Day/USA Ind. Day/Brazil Int'i Literacy Day Honduras
Tardy Day Sombhlolo Day (Portugal 1812) Virgin Mary b’dy 5t. George’s Key/Belize
Be late for something Swaziland (UK 1966) Primary Day/WI Latin Am. Yam Festival /Ghana (England defeats Spain) New Year/Ethiopia (1987)
1 2 1 3 1 ® New Moon
4  15%16| 17| 18

19

20

21

22 23

Rosh Hashanah begins
Ind. Day/Central Am.; Jewish New Year (5754)
except Belize, of course Ind. Day/Papua Independence Day
(Spain 1823) New Guinea (UK 1975) Chile (Spain 1818)
Equinox*

24 25

Int'l1 Day of Peace/UN Establishment of the Rep.
Independence Day Independence Day Guinea-Bissau
Belize (UK 1981) Mali (France 1960) (Portugal 1974) Yom Kippur ()
O Full Moon BOLIVIA: w. S. America, landlocked. 424,000 m#’ (= 3/2
2 2 7 2 8 2 9 18:54 UT 3 o TX). West: Andes Range, L. Titicaca (12,500 ft.); East: trop.
Amazon watershed. Cap.: La Paz (IM). Pop.: 6.6M (urban
51%). Lang,s/cultures: Spanish, Quechua, Aymara. Rel:
RC 95%. Lit.: 63%. Potato gene center (200 var.s). Rich in
tin, zinc, copper; militant miners. Gov't: republic. GNP/
L cap: $625. Unique music. Major .s: unstable gov't,
Maskal Day/Ethiopia Teachers’ Day Sukkot (J; to Oct.6th) tomeat;ms e0 :Ia hy, dru tfa{depgl?:m drain. 1;0% PCVs,
. g geography, drug ] 4
(True (;TOSS found, and China (Confucius’ b'dy: Botswana Day 1962-71 & 90-now, in rural dev. projects, ag., sm. bus. dev., §°
mountain daisies bloom) ca .551-479 5C) Michaelmas Botswana (UK 1966)

R LR R R B N R B

SEPTEMBER

Engraved pattern from incense vessel,
Classic Tiahuanaco style, La Paz, Bolivia.

interests to exploit the public.

Plunderbund (Dutch): a cabal of political or financial

nat. resource dev., fisheries.

CED L ET
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Migan Men in Gogt=hugr Jockets, Solonp, Giatemali.
(Todil Kgernerteer, Amnerican Friomds Sevvice Comnittee, Greatemadia, 1655

L

[he ancient staples of the Mayan diel are corn ii-l-.pw:inll.ﬁ.l as tortillas),

black beans, and chilies. Meat is expensive; and an egg costs more than
4 pound of corn. But corn and black beans provide complementary
proteins, and chilles are rich in vitamin C.

o5 (Black Beans):
. omon, 2

Frijoles Ne
add 1 n

Vash and clean 1 b, Black beans, Soak in 2 qts. water, 2-3
garllc cloves, salt to taste. Bring to a boil; simmer 3 hrs, unkil ten

hirs. Chop &
Serve as s,

88 sunpay

4# Meteor Showers*
(21st)
Orionids, 16th-27th;
East at 10pm.

¢+ MONDAY

Continents: the Americas
through Indian eyes,
Roland Wright.and 1,
Rigoberta Menchii: an
Indian woman in Guate-
mala, ed. by Elizabeth
Burgos-Debray. Both are
superb and eye-opening.

For Columbus Day: Stolen

or mash to a paste. Add 1 T. butter if reheating: Serve with Chile Picante (Spicy Chiles):

‘ash well

1/ 1b. green chilies. Chop & add 5 med. tomatoes, 2 sm. onions; saute for 15 min. Mash; with salt 1o
taste. For lovers of Guatemalh, tortillas with black beans and chilies are emotionally addictivi.

¢+ TUESDAY

¢+ WEDNESDAY ¢ THURSDAY o

GUATEMALA: 42,000mi*(=TN). Pop.: 9M, 2.4%/yr.
(fast). 55% Mayan Indian (23 lang.s); Rel.: 75% RC &
Trad., 25% Fund. Prot. GNP/cap: $825 (mainly ag.).
Gross inequities & injustices, racism, overpop. Rapid
destruction of trop. rainforest (1/3 of country). Ferocious

mil. control since CIA coup of

1954. The Mayan

heartland, w/ an old civilization; strong, handsome
understated people. 2000 PCVs, 1963-now: ag,

conservation, health, sm. business.

FRIDAY

1

Independence Day
Nigeria (UK 1960)
Cameroon
(UK France 1960)

— Siisan Kuimnir

Gandhi's B'dy (1869-
1948) (& Groucho Marx)}
Independence Day
Guinea (France 1958)

3

Foundation Day
Korea (2333 BC)
Germany Unified (1990)

4

Independence Day
Lesotho (UK 1966)

Canudos Day
Brazil 1897

6

Children’s Day/UN

-

Shmini Atzeret (J; & 8th)

8

Virgin de la Caridad
patron of Cuba

9

Independence Day
Uganda (UK 1962)
Leif Ericsson Day
Wisc., Minn. (1000)

10

Rep.Day/Taiwan: b'dy
Sun Yat Sen (1866-1925)

11

Columbus Day (obs, USA)
Thanksgiving/Canada

12

Columbus Day (1492)
(sights Bahamas 2 am.)
(obs. 11th/USA)
Ind. Day/Fiji (UK 1970)

13

Templar Day/Fr. (1307)

14

Internat’] Day for Natural
Disaster Reduction/UN

® New Moon
11:36 UT

15

16

World Food Day/UN
Morazan Day,/Honduras:
C.Amer. Union (1823-38)
St. Gall/ patron of Switz.

17

Dessalines Day (d‘dy)
Haiti (1758-1806)
Boss’s Day (USA: not obs.)

18

Heroes’ Day/Jamaica

19

20

Revolution Day
Guatemala (1944; lost 1954)
Kenyatta Day/Kenya
The Bab's Birth/Baha'i

¥ Meteor
Showers*

21

22

23

Chulalongkorn Day
Thailand (famous king)

24/31

Daylight Saving Time
ends (31st) {fall back)
United Nations Day (24th)
Halloween (31st)
T
o ’
LE :

L

25

Ind. Day/Zambia (UK 1964)

e {;-:m i% D24 A
1 i - i

OCTOBER

27

Thanksgiving Day

28

National Day/Greece

29

National Day/Turkey
Int'l Creole Day

TEREEL

Alautun, the ninth of the known Mayan time periods, representing

23,040,000,000 days; Guatemala.

Zanshin (Japanese): a state of relaxed mental alertness in the face of danger.

T T

O Full Moon
12:38 UT

30

Dasain ends/Nepal
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we % '\,.-;,‘p_p 1.;;.‘"\; I began walking, letting the familiar sounds and smells envelo pe me like a favonite old shirt. Familiar
* Jaces beggan to appear, puzzled at first, then melting into surprised Taughter. Hands reached out
& & o grasping me;, and 'old rictiks vied bo il e ity thasis bomees. Littke had changod, and the iown was
g4l poror As we talked, peogde brought their childmen m o mest me, One by o, they prrussed my
hand 10 their loreheads—a sign ol dovpest respect and fondmess. This, looking back, was what

3\. @ r"-}ﬁ"h -l'-d‘l*.f'l .l'h."'- malivred mest .

SUNDAY

® Solar Eclipare® (130h)
Yaztial: Ancarclica

e Aeteor Showen®

{17uhd Leoaids, Tk 20eh:

riming at midmight

B Lusay Eclipre® C¥ehd

Todat: Furope. W Africa,

high ME 3. Aferces.
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Children’s Day
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Alchemy Day
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16 = 17
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24

tanée 1)

25

Thasksgiving/ 154
Flan of Ayala
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L. Dary /Surisam
{etherbards 1975)
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Clrrpatoiris Aleraing i te Murelurs Slowiediriags Wokhotlony Linolm 2
(hem Evans, Peace o Lesoblay, 195 =83 POHG B i, TU23-585,)

Ad Grst | didn't seani ||-\.;.-_.| tow D=t o webion | leand fF s o trees
I dide't mealize such a plavce could b so beautiful

| often wonder about the people that live in these homes. Do they

wake up in the mornimg and soak up the beauty of the scone thal
surrounds them, or do ey take it for granted and not EIve il a second
glande!

firi Egnins

I.; SUNDAY *+ MONDAY ¢ TUESDAY o WEDNESDAY ¢« THURSDAY » FRIDAY + SATURDAY .L‘B

1130): BT, ITEES ATE rare 11,7000 mi® (=PL¥. Perp 1 300
Cemumds, 7-1 5tk B3 ™y, 20 urbsin. L, &0, Tradibion monarchy
Ezsit at mnidedght lrﬂtn:-:l" Cap: dasery 11100HK). Lang.s Sobha, Frlglhh
FWinker Solstios 908 Solben, Bl KO, Prod. BORS; Trad, 2096 Mizch |:.1'-1_-r||r|-a',
Diec 21, 2026 1T ing E m:mhui.r.Gn-al:hg.lnir-:-q.'hﬂﬂnrﬁnhrmg;l

Ing Blceshimsabiae, as p mirantain ]'-:{"u,E_E

af 1*h century.
ary val. amil inag and health.

£+ Medeor Showers® LEGEFTHYD - & Adwie a, land e ked, mousdninous, some 2

World ALY Day
FiHe Mabii; |

Adrnn Hige wH | HNatinnal Day/ Tas
s ded THablo/ Guate-
Haiki Discovery Day 1552 | rrala (hanish spoiks) | Chanmbeabs (]; te 18R] Haman Righis Day LN
King's Beby/ Thadlard | Independenc: Ly Independence : Independence Day Constitution Day
Unterma] Velurmeer Day Firland (Russia 19171 Iviry Coast (Framce 1960 psstven af Micarsgua Tarwrania UK 1963 Thailasd (1432)

2 =13 14 15‘ 16 17

Sty prs®

81 Loda {patne of
St.Lacia, GI et T Bl of Kights Day | Matiemal Day / Elrul..m
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i Malta (LR 1574 Selting Budl =i ': '. Vimes

20 =5 21

Inewala
Swinriira {Frst fruits)
Tesw Flastimg, Dy Blalarvn Cnares Kiluslian Dy i

31‘

Kwanzd Afro-Am.
(leriiazh 1 fand
Hosieg, Dy 54 Steven) . | Fizal Duy/
eyl yonit erndemon St John the Framgeliet {ind. hero, 1561- |=ﬂt.| LLa Cracna del Aduy Viejo

Slvaw hat moll Lesotho,
M {Balinese): b temporanily inhabit a differesd dinsessban.
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