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~,~,;~{~": i. -'.' In '1951, university presidents responded to a question sent them b7 the 

\.~,,~ " :~. - '" ' .. . . . 

J: ~;~~; , .. American Council on Education concerning unive1;'sity objectives in regard :to in~ 
'.; ,\ -: . 

,:~!:~ :' teruational ptograms" 'rhe presidents said that the universities sho~ld encourage 
/' .... ,.... . 

' ... .'~ . r, 
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·';, c.ommon understanding among nations, should strengthen tbeeducational, sc1.et1tlfic 

and cultural resources of mankind and should enable Americans 1:0 leam about and 
,- I 

.,'" , 

it ' is.,.~:'··eo1.nCidence. 
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benefit from an asso;c~ation with people of other nationa.:· 
, '? ;' 

,',' that these are Also the objectives of the. ~eace.9~rp •• 

. " 

Peace Corp~ training programs have alr~ii;''' been carried out or are now gOiDS 

on at both the Berkeley and Los Angeles campuses of the Unlversi~ of Califo~. 

at Mlcbtgan State and the University of Michigan, at; Colembia, Texao '~estern. 

Rutgers, Notre Dame, Iowa State, Pennsylvania State, Northern Illf.ilois Vniver ... 

. lity, Ohio State, Colorado State and Arizona State. The Peace Corps hopes to 

.rrange training programs at ma~y other colleges and universities throughout ,· the 

" ,:,Y(-~ nation, both large and small, both ' private and, so to spealt, public. In every 
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Ichool which has · conducted a training program, the effect has beel;l noticeable 

and in some cases remarkable-in directing that school' 8 attenti.on to interna

tional affairs, in generating language programs and spe~ial area studies, in 

letting academic activity in motion that will continue long after the training 

prog~am is terminated. 

In lome cases, the un1Yers;ty which administered a given training program 

has also become the joint 8~onsor of the 'program overseas--such as Colorado 

State in Weat Pakistan, Michigan state in N~geria, Pennsylvania State in the 

Philipptnes. These three institutions are also pioneering a new and highly 

promising prospect and one which may eventually be applied to every Peace Corpl 

pr~jectwhether administere~ by the Pedce Corps alone or in cooperation witb 

wbatevel" agency OJ;' institution, this prospect ~al1s for sivins academic c.~edlt 

~o~ Peace Corps service abroad~ 
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Such eon~1derat1ons as the giving of academic credit must not be 

~ '0 obliOUl'SI tb '0' 'b.' 'We tu4IUn'''' 01)J. "iOft ., \i.e 

Peace Corps Volunteer is to render service overseas and to carry out 

h1s assigned project to the best of his abilit.ies. Moreover, the 

peopl~ in those nations where projects are being conduc~ed ought never 

to acquire the impression that Volunteers have came to their co~r.r 

prima~ to bet~er themselves and only secondarilY to be ot service. 

Keeping in mind what is more :important and what is less 1mpol"tant, 

, it is still true that work of the type that most Volunteers are doing 

is not dissimilar to ~ varieties of field work for ~ch academic 

credit is now alrea~ being given. 
" 

The pioneer efforts at giving academic credit started at 

Colorado State, Michigan State and Pennsylvania State. Ther~ the in

dividual Volunteer consults with a faculty member at the institution 

where ,he is receiving his training, and makes concrete proposals on 

the basis of which credit can properly be given~ These proposals 

m.ay involve an ultimate ·report on the field experience or they ~ 

involve an extended paper c;>n some such definite subject a.s a linguistiC 

stu~ or the sociology of a rural village in 'lbailand. 

The suggestion that academic credit might be given for appropriate 

perfor.mance has alrea~ been favorably received-ina number of important 

quarters inclUding the American, Association of Colleges for Teacher 
I 

Education, an organization of 600 colleges and universities wllich 

train 90 per cent of America's teachers. 

There seems to be an increasing emphasis on subjects and curricula 

involving practical trainir~ for service overseas--as distinct from 

international studies of a purely intellectual variety. Instruction 

with a practical orientation has been given for same time at 

American University in Washington and at the MaxweJ~ School ot Citizen-

ship and Public Aff~rs at Syracuse University. The Peace Corps , 
, 

naturally tnults to see such training extended elsewhere since it results 

in qualified Peace Corps candidates. 

. It probably 'isn tt going too far to say that the Peace Corps is 

the most important present vehicle through which college etucV' pro~ 

can be internationalized. The parallel, on I! ~ueh l~rger scal.e, is 
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with the huso cOn&%e •• lonal grants fo~ Icientific resoarch and what the •• 

l.,aDta luff. " 'GDe 'GJ: baio 'oieDo8 0 .. "'IM,,'aan ClIIiaf\I.... Sft cbt 

international dOmain, the Peac~ Corps is effective, not only througb itl 

tl'atrd.ng programs, but because it h!,s the job. to offee. 

In this connection. discussions have started between the Peace Corps 

aDd land-gr~t colleges about commencing iDternatio~l studies programs 

which would lead" as far as it is possible to 8uarantee it, to a job with 

the Peace Corps upon graduation. Such a program 'would offer a ",basic" 

curriculum for the first two years, and student. who show promise would be 

selected to continue an advanced international studies program for their . , 

last two years. In effect, this would mean that studentl would be selected 
" 

as Peace Corps candidates at the end of their sophomore year and upon their 
~ " 

completing the basic course. The Peace Corps certainly doesn't expect that 

all colleges will be interested in carrying out this kind of program, but 

some colleges have already said that they want to give it a try. 

The impact of the Peace Corps on co 11egea might f\lrther be described 

as an attempt to break down, at least partly, the traditional universi~ 

division between professional and technical training, on the one hand, and 

the liberal arts on the other. We suggest to liberal arts students 

interested in the Peace Corps that they acquire a technical skill ,either at 

the universi~ or by working in the summer. The natio~ now requesting 

Peace Corps projects are seeking Volunteers with, technical skill.' , But 'since 

I the Volunteers must also have a breadth of understanding beyond technology, 

we also suggest to technical students that they attempt to take increased 

doses of the liberal arts. 

The Peace Corps makes no claim to a corner on international service. 

Many other agencies, public and private, some with long and honorable record., 

lend Americana on overseas projects. And the sort of practical training . 
for international s'ervice which i8 .. ow being developed with new curricula at, 

Colorado State, Nortlr.lestern, Iowa State's agricultural school and 

Pennsylvania S~atels school of home economics will train the interested 

atuclent for service abroad with almost any of these agencies. The Peace 
J 

Corps naturally ,hopeI that manJ of the best of these students will b. ' 
\ - . ' . , 

.tt~acced by the P~lpect. and p~om1.es of accompliabment which 'he ' 

Peace Corps offers. ' 
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