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. ¢ DERECTOR OF TR SZACE CORPS

In 1957. university presidents responded to a question sent: them by the

&ﬂntinan Counceil on Education concerning university objectives in regard to ine

s ternational programs, The presidents said that the universities should encourage

 common understanding emong nations, should strengthén the educational, acientific

end cultural Tesources of mankind and should enable Americans to learn about and
benefit from an aaaociation with people of other nations, It 1genq\Foincideuce
that these are nIao the objectives of the Peace Corps. ;

Peace Corps training programs have alreaay been carried out or are now going
on at both the Berkeley and Los Angeles campuses of the University of California,
at Michigan State and the University of Michigan, at Colcmbia, Texas Western,
Rutgers, Notre Dame, Iowa State, Pennsylvania State, Northern Illinois Univere
(::: sity, Ohio State, Colorado State and Arizona State, The Peace Corps hopes to

arrange training programs at many other colleges and universities throughout -the

e nation, both large and small, both private and, so to speak, public, In every
school which has conducted a training program, the effect has been noticeable
and in some cases remarkablee~in directing that school's attention to interna=
ﬁ_vltinnal affairs, in generating language programs and special area studies, in
~ setting academic activity in motion that will continue long after the training
3 program is terminated, -

In some cases, the university which administered a given treiniug pragram
"fs-hal also become the jolant sponsor of the program overseas=-guch as Colorado
f‘fi State in West Pakistan, Michigan Scate in Nigeria, Pennsylvania State in the
Ie: ?2 !hlltppinas. These three institutions are also pioneering a new and highly

: ':pronlai.ns prospect and one which may eventually be applled to every Peace Corps
" project vhether administeved by the Peace Corps alone or in cooperation with

" for Peace Corps service abroad,

2 uhatewr agency or institution, This prospect calls for giving academic c:dqit : 8
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Such eonsiderations as the giving of academic credit must not be
allowed bo obsoure the faet that the fundamental ebligation of the
Peace Corps Volunteer is to render service overseas and to carry out
his assigned project to the beaﬁ of his abﬂ.ttieal. Moreover, the
people in those nations where projects are being conducbed ought never
to acquire the impression that Yolunteqrs have come to their country
primarily to better themselves and only secondarily to be of service.
Keeping in mind what is more important and wi'lat is less important,
it is atili true that work of the type that most Volunteers are doing
is not dissimilar to many varieties of field work for which academic
eredit is now already being given.
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The pioneer efforts at giving academic credit started at
Colorado State, Michigan State and Pennsylvania State, 'Iherq the ine
dividual Volunteer consults with a faculty member at the institution
where he is receiving his training, and makes concrete proposals on
the basis of which eredit can properly be given. These proposals
may involve an ultimate report on the field experience or they may
4involve an extended paper on some such definite subject as a linguistic
study or the sociology of a rural village in Thailand.

The suggestion that academic credit might be given for appropriate
performance has already been favorably received. in a number of important
quarters including the American Association of Colleges for Teachexr
Education, an organization of 600 colleges and universities which
trﬁin 90 per cent of America’s teachers.

There seems to be an increasing emphasis on subjscts and eurricula

involving practical training for service overseas--as distinet from
international studies of a purely intellectual variety. Instruction

. with a practical orientatioz! has been given for some time at
American University in Washington and at the Maxwell School of Citizen-

ship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University. The Peace Corps

naturally wants to see such training extended elsewhere since it results
STt in qualified Peace Corps candidates.

- It probably isn't going too far to say that the Peace Corps is

A the most important pre'aent. vehicle through which college study programs
can be internationalized. The parallel, on a mch levger scale, is
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with the huge congressional grants for scientific research and what these
grants have done for basic science on American campuses. In the
international domain, the Peace Corps is effective, not only through its
ttatniné programs, but because it has the jobs to offees.

In this comnection, discussions have started between the Peace Corps
and land-grant colleges about commencing international studies programs
vhich would lead, as far-as it is possible to guarantee it, to a job with

the Peace Corps upon graduation. Such a program would offer a "basic"

- curriculum for the first two years, and students who show promise would be

selected to continue an advanced tntérna:ianal studies program for their

last two years. In effect, this would mean that students would be selected

as Peace Corpa-candidatea at the end of their sophomore year and upon their

completing the basic course. The Peace Corps tertainly doesn't expect that
all colleges will be interested in carrying out this kind af program, but
some colleges have already saild that they want to give it a try.
The impact of the Peace Corps on colleges might further be described

as an attempt to break down,'at least partly, the traditional university
division betwcen professional and technical training, on the one hand, and
the liberal arts on the other. IWE suggest to liberal arts students
interested in the Peace Corps that they acquire a technical skill either at
the university or by working in the summer. The nagions now requesting
Peace Corps projects are seeking Volunteers with technical skill, But since
the Volunteers must also have a breadth of understanding beyond technology,
we also suggest to technical students that they attempt to take increased
doses of the liberal arts. I

| The Peace Corps makes no claim to a corner on international service.
Many other agencies, public and private, some with long and honorable records,
send Americans on overseas projects, And the sort of practical training
for international service which is wnow being developed with new curricula at
Colorado Stafe, Northwestern, Iowa State's agricultural school and
Pennsylvania State's school of home economics will train the interested
student for service abroad with almost any of these agenclen,} The Peace
Corps maturally hopes that many of the best of these students will bo"
attracted by the prospects and promises of accomplishment which the

Peace Corps offers.
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